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SUMMARY OF QUALIFICATIONS

[bookmark: BM_1_]Agronomist specializing in soil fertility, plant nutrition, and resource management. Extensive experience in:
•	Field research relating soil and plant nutrients with crop growth and yield 
•	Translating field experimental data into grower recommendations
•	Soil and leaf analysis including soil test laboratory management


PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

University of Florida                                                                                                              2004 - present
Everglades Research and Education Center, Belle Glade, Florida                                     
Scientist – Agronomy
· Examining relationships between soil nutrient levels, plant nutrient uptake, and sugarcane production.
· Evaluating fertilizer and amendment sources and rates as to sugarcane production response and cost-effectiveness.
· Working to update fertilizer recommendations and provide improved guidelines for soil test calibrations, leaf nutrient evaluation, and effective, environmentally sound use of fertilizers.
· Evaluating fertility needs required to sustain sugarcane as a viable crop as there are changes in cropping systems or in economic or environmental conditions in the area.
· Collaboration with scientists in Brazil and Costa Rica on soil fertility research with sugarcane

United States Sugar Corporation, Clewiston, Florida	1989 - 2002
Chief Soil Scientist

•	Updated and maintained fertility programs for sugarcane and citrus that are cost-effective and environmentally sound.
•	Conducted field studies to examine nutritional problems and to calibrate soil tests for sugarcane and citrus. 
•	Performed statistical analysis of research results and compiled these into written research reports. Transferred research results and information from other pertinent sources into computerized fertility recommendations that are made using current soil and leaf data. 
•	Worked with farm managers to solve specific nutritional problems and conducted seminars for growers and farm managers. 
•	Supervised other personnel in soil and leaf sampling, laboratory analysis, and field experimental work.
•	Participated in setting up water sampling program and Best Management Practice guidelines  as part of phosphorus reduction plan for the Everglades. 
•	Examined soil characteristics and soil profiles in addition to NRCS soil survey information for use in determining potential of land for citrus production. Determined water-holding capacity of various soil types and measured soil moisture in the field to increase efficiency of citrus irrigation.

Texas A & M University Research and Extension Center, Corpus Christi, Texas	1988 - 1989
Postdoctoral Research Associate

•	Conducted greenhouse and field studies with Dr. John Matocha examining nutritional problems of calcareous soils. 
•	Investigated water relations and the influence of bicarbonate on Fe chlorosis, P sources and rates in the production of grain sorghum, and tillage systems with corn, sorghum, and cotton.

University of Georgia, Athens, Georgia	1984 - 1988
Graduate Research Assistant

•	Conducted a field study to determine cotton yield and growth response to lime, gypsum, and subsoiling treatments. Data collected included soil moisture potentials with gypsum blocks, root length densities, soil solution cation and anion concentrations by ICAP, ion chromatography, and ion selective electrode, soil pH and exchangeable cations, penetrometer measurements, and leaf elemental concentrations. 
•	Assisted with other field projects conducted by major professor, Dr. Malcolm Sumner. Lab instructor for Beginning Soils (1 quarter) and Soil Fertility (3 quarters).

University of Florida, Gainesville, Florida	1982 - 1984
Graduate Research Assistant

•	Conducted a greenhouse study to determine effects of lime and applied Mn to 3 Florida soils on plant Mn, growth, and chlorophyll concentration of bermudagrass. Data collected included soil pH and exchangeable cations, total soil Mn, Mehlich I, Mehlich II, and DTPA-TEA extractable cations, leaf elemental concentrations, and leaf chlorophyll concentrations. 
•	Assisted with other soil fertility studies conducted by major professor, Dr. Jerry Sartain. Teaching Assistant for Fertilizers and Soil Fertility  (2 semesters).

Lafayette High School, Mayo, Florida	1981 - 1982
Vocational Agriculture Teacher

•	Taught grades 8-12 a variety of agricultural subjects including economics, forestry, soils and crops, land measurement, animal science, parliamentary procedure, and shop skills. 
•	Advised local FFA chapter which held monthly meetings, fielded judging teams, sponsored youth show, and participated in the state convention.

B. C. McCray and Associates, Mayo, Florida	1979 - 1981
Land Surveying Assistant

•	Assisted with general land surveying work including traversing, boundary surveys, topographic work, building locations, and proving section corners.

EDUCATION
Ph.D. Soil Science, University of Georgia, Athens, Georgia 1988
M.S. Soil Science, University of Florida, Gainesville, Florida 1984
B.S. Agronomy, University of Georgia, Athens, Georgia 1979
A.A. Degree, Lake City Community College, Lake City, Florida 1977

ACTIVITIES AND HONORS

Member American Society of Sugarcane Technologists, 1990 - 2021
Member American Society of Agronomy, 1983 - 2021
Member Hendry County Soil and Water Conservation District Board, 1990 – 2000, 2005-2021
United States Track and Field Federation All-American, 1978
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