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Soybean Rust Update  

 

Asian soybean rust (ASR) has been slow to establish in 2010 due to the cold winter and lack of host plant 

(kudzu) for an extended period of time.  We 

have monitored sentinel plots throughout the 

season and as well as kudzu patches that have 

had the disease in the past few years.  Dry 

weather in late August, September, and 

October and the lack of ASR spores have kept 

the disease in check.  No commercial fields of 

soybeans have been confirmed with ASR this 

year unlike in the past 2-3 years.  Most 

commercial fields in Florida were sprayed and 

apparently due to high soybean prices and 

other diseases that are normally prevalent.  

Asian soybean rust has stayed in the south this 

year being found in a few kudzu patches.  No 

other legumes or plants have been found to 

have rust.  Fungicide trials are being conducted 

for ASR control and breeding work from the 

mid-west states is still in full swing.  Growers 

will want to keep an eye on the disease in the 

future if the inoculum builds up to the previous 

years level.  Disease incidence had been 

increasing about 20% per year in about 80 

kudzu sites that had been monitored each year 

since 2006.  

Soybeans above grown in shade have thinner cuticles and more soybean rust . 

     Photo by David Wright. 

Crops           Dr. David Wright, Extension Agronomist 
 

North Florida REC, Quincy                                    wright@ufl.edu   
 

Dr. Jim Marois, Plant Pathologist  
jmarois@ufl.edu 

Looking for Information on Pesticide Tolerances?   
 

EPA has updated an online tool that allows users to easily search for pesticide tolerance information on food and 

feed commodities. Users can now locate the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) section numbers (for example 

180.220 for atrazine) to determine whether a pesticide ingredient has a permanent tolerance or exemption from 

the requirement of a tolerance by the pesticide common name (e.g., dicamba, thidiazuron) or by pesticide type 

and family (e.g., acaricide, carbamate family).  The index contains the following information for each chemical: 
 

§ 40 CFR part 180 section 

§ Chemical Abstracts Service (CAS) registry number and name 

§ Pesticide type and family 

§ EPA pesticide chemical (PC) code 
§ Tolerance-specific information about pesticide chemicals and crop groups by commodity, crop group, or crop subgroup 

 

This new tool can be found at http://www.epa.gov/opp00001/regulating/part-180.html and will be updated yearly. 

Pesticides    Dr. Fred Fishel, Pesticide Information Director  
             weeddr@ufl.edu  

mailto:jmarois@ufl.edu
http://www.epa.gov/opp00001/regulating/part-180.html


 

Excess Hay...To Sell or to Store?  

 

 

With the excess hay we currently have in Florida, the question is: should I plan on selling, or should I keep it? 

 

Although it may seem that we have a surplus, we may just have enough supply to withstand developing drought 

conditions.  If planning on selling, and depending on your operation type, consider the latest reports on weather 

forecast from climatologist and 

meteorologists. These scientists are 

predicting a stronger than usual La 

Ni¶a year, which means cooling 

waters in the pacific ocean that have 

a warming and drying effect for 

Floridaôs winter and spring seasons.    

 

Drying conditions are associated 

with failed winter ryegrass that is 

rain fed,  because the high moisture 

demands of this crop are not met. It 

is also associated with overgrazing 

of pastures, high demands for hay, 

and hay supply that shrinks very 

rapidly. 

 

What happens when hay is in high 

supply? Usually, prices are low but 

they will be hiking as the demand 

increases. What may be an excess 

now can turn into an opportunity to 

market hay when prices increase.  
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Use Recommended Small Grain Varieties  
 

For those growers who have been checking on small grain seed for grain or forage, you know that seed supplies 

are tight this year.  Prices are up and last falls planting season was too wet to get much small grain planted.  

This led to a shortage of seed of good varieties for this fall with prices at a near all-time record.  Select 

recommended varieties when planting to get highest yields of grain or forage.  Generally, November is the time 

to plant small grain for highest grain yields.  Small grain for forage can be planted earlier.  Recommended 

planted date for grain is Nov. 15- Dec. 15 and care has to be taken in planting some varieties late if they have a 

high vernalization requirement.  Check variety trial lists at http://www.swvt.uga.edu/ for yields.  Some of the 

Florida results are listed in these trials.  

Most Hay growers are having a surplus of hay this year. 

Forages     Dr. Yoana Newman, Extension Forage Specialist
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